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We keep one press in constant motion. The 


office. 
Mr. Shepherd’s 


labor is done principally by natives. 


“Go ye into all the World and preach the Gospel to cvery health is so feeble, -he is unable to attend to the busi- 


creature 





SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


ness of the office, and he has removed to Lahaina, 
and Mr. Goodrieh-has taken his place for the present. 
We feel grateful for the help which has lately been 


Extract of a letter from Rev. E. W. Clark, of the Sandwich Is- t but there is room and more hel 
land mission, 0 his brother, Mr. Joseph Clark, dated Hono-|sn so cartels 


lulu, Oahu, Noy. 22, 1831. 
Since the arrival of the reinforcement in June last, 
I have preached only in the native language, some- 
times in this place and sometimes in villages ten or 
twelve miles distant, ayd always to large assemblies. 
f go out on Saturday, commonly on horseback, with 
a native to carry a pillow and a few eatables. I am 
always provided with the best accomodations and 
food which the place affords, which consists generally 
of a few mats spread in one corner of a grass thatch- 
ed house with tapas hung up for partitions, and the 
same material for bedding; which with my pillow, 
or rather cushion, answer a very good purpose, if the 
insects do not annoy me too much. As for food, 1 
am generally furnished liberally with fresh pork, fowls, 
and sometimes fish cooked in the native style, which 
is to tie up the meat or fish in banana or tea leaves, 
and then place-around it hot stones and cover it up 
in the ground. Meat cooked in this way is sometimes 
very good. With the meat thus cooked, I have sweet 
potatoes, taro, and a little bread, which I take from 
home with me. This food I eat sittirxg on the floor, 
or rather ground covered with mats, as I never find 
@ table and not always a chair. With this fare I feel 
no disposition to complain, as it is the best which the 
village affords, and is given with the greatest cheer- 
fulness ; indeed, I am followed home with pigs, fowls, 
tatoes, &&c. more than I know what to do with, 
hese excursions are, I think, attended with good, 
and I should make them oftener, if my labors could 
be dispensed with at this place. I usually preach 
three times to hundreds and sometimes thousands of 
attentive hearers, and frequently marry one or more 
couple. The people generally are exceeding ignor- 
ant, but they are attentive to instruction, and we hope 
some of them have been brought to the knowledge of 
the truth as it is in Jesus. One hundred and sixty or 
more have been admitted to the church in this place, 
and many more are promising candidates. As the 
people are so ignorant, we feel it important to give 
them books, as well as ability to read them, as fast as 
possible. Much of my time is engaged in qomneting 
f sheets and superintending the press. And 
avi anp Seoune os amneb ol 0 imer as to be able 


RIO JANEIRO, 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Ephraim Spauld- 
ing, Missionary to the Sandwich Islands, dated 
at Rio Janeiro, Jan. 25, 1832. 

The moral conditon of the people is truly deplo- 
rable. A few English residents are pious; by them 
our company was searched out and treated with great 
cordiality and respect. I wish to mention the names 
of Messrs. McKey, Thornton, Wilson and Kerr, 
whose kindness has laid us under obligations to re- 
member them as long as we live. They are emi- 
nently devoted men, and deeply interested in our 
mission. In private conversation, I was infortmed by 
Mr McKey that there are but 12 individuals in this 
whole city, who give evidence of piety Twelve a- 
‘mong 150,000, is surely a small riumber ; but these 
few shed much light upon surrounding darkness. 
Catholicism is the established religion of Brazil, and 
no other is tolerated ; but itis brought into disrepute 
by the unholy lives of the Priests, who are acknowl- 
edged by all to be the most dissolute of the communi- 
ty. Here are splendid houses of worship, and richly 
endowed convents, and perhaps 1000 priests; but 
the pure religion of the gospel is rejected and cast off 
as evil. 

The Imperial Chapel, the Cathedral and some of 
the other houses of worship, are objects of admira- 
tion. The Imperial chapel exhibits a variety of ca- 
rious architecture—the inside is overlaid with gold, 
alias, something resembling it.—On either side are 
the images of departed saints, the Virgin Mary, Jesus 
Christ, &c. all as large as life, decorated with costly 
ornaments, but exceedingly disgusting in their appear- 
ance. Around each image are large lighted candles, 
from six to ten feet long. From one to two hundred 
are burning continually, during any religious services 
in the Palace. At the entrance stands the holy 
water, in which the Catholics dip their fingers and 
sprinkle their foreheads, making signs of the cross, &c. 
As to the holy water, it is really genuine, for it has 
been sent to Rome, and consecrated by the Pope, 
aud is so strongly impregnated, that in Rio, it bears 








to go through with almost the whole business in the 


much diluting. It is not only holy water, but living 
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water; for it is kept in constant motion by 4 multi- 
tude of little wrigglers, such as may ‘be seen in any frog 
pond in New England, in a hot summei’s day. The 
most devout among the Catholics are some of the old 
blacks, whose infirmities admonish them that they 
have not long to live. 

Yesterday morning, I attended Mass in three dif- 
ferent places; but was obliged to stand during the 
service, for there are no seats for the weary, and 
I could not bend my knee in an Idol temple. In the 
first place, there were four blacks, in the second 
three, and in the third, one black, a priest and my- 
self. Mass was said in Latin, as I am informed ; but 
the priests whispered it over to themselves, so that 
neither myself or any present heard a single articu- 
Jate sound. One half of the time was spent in simple, 
foolish ceremonies, bowing first on. one knee, then on 
the other, then on both, then to the Bible and the 
people and some image ; then kiss the Bible and how 
again ; then look into a silver goblet of wine and bow 
and look again; then place the goblet on the head ; 
and last of all, drink some half dozen times, &c., &c. 
It is impossible for me to give an adequate idea of 
the ridiculous, appearance of a priest saying Mass. 
If ever my soul was kindled into holy indignation it 
was to see such senseless mummery and profanation 
as this. There is no effort to instruct the people.— 
When a sermon is preached, the object is to praise 
some of the saints which they worship, and not to 
preach Jesus Christ and him crucified. The priests 
are exceedingly ignorant, and the Roman Catholic 
religion exists here only in form. Rank Infidelity 
is the real religion of Rio, and the common text 
books are Tom Paine and Voltaire. When these 
works were introduced, infidelity challenged investi- 


gation ; and as the people have no other means of 
judging of the excellence of the Catholic religion, ex- 
cept from the vicious lives of the priests, they reject 
it, and embrace infidelity. 

I have had the ——? of visiting two monasteries, 


one belonging to the order of St. Francis, and the 
other of St. Benedict. The monks were all polite- 
ness, and conducted us through the spacious halls and 
numerous apartments, showing us the images, paint- 
ings, &c. &c. I saw neither a book, pen or paper s 
and my conclusion is that the monks are leading an 
idle, unprofitable life. As none but the Priests are 
permitted to visit the Nunneries, we were of course 
excluded. If the —“g x grants the present petition of 
Brazil, viz. that the Priests may have permission to 

, there will be no longer need for such immacu- 
late female institutions in Rio. 

[ Vt, Chronicle, 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
Sufferings and Exposures of the Caffrees, from 


wolves. 

The first I shall mention is that of the Dapa’s great 
grandson, about ten years of age. The wolf had pre- 
viously seized a younger brother, and torn away part 
of his face, Another night he came into the house, 
took a second, and carried him completely off, of 
whom nothing more than a small fragment was found. 
On his third visit he seized the lad first mentioned by 
the left shoulder. The little fellow, awakened by his 
2 pe gettin bang anpage ay the wolf let go his 

ld, and, grasping him on the opposite side, broke 


his collar bone. The poor boy still fought with his 
left hand; and his antagonist letting go his hold a 
second time, seized him by the fleshy part of the thigh 
and ran off with his prey ; nor was it till he had ecar- 
ried him a quarter of a mile that he could be made to 
drop him, when biting away the precious mouthful, 
he loft the little sufferer with his thigh half severed ; 
‘but fortunately the bone was not broken. In this 
state he was brought to us for help, and by daily atten- 
tion he is perfectly restored. 

The second instance is of a little girl, about eight 
years of age, who was reclining on the ground in the 
cool of the day, when four of these monsters rushed 
upon the place. One of them seized the little crea- 
ture by the head, a second by the shoulder, and the 
other two by the thighs. ‘The people of the kraal, 
with all possible speed, flew to her help, and released 
her, but apparently too late, They tried for a few 
days to help her with their medicines; but finding all 
hope fail, and as from the heat and flies she had now 
become loathsome, they gave her her choice, either 
to be but to death by the youths of the place, or go 
to the woods to die or to be further devoured as may 
happen! The little girl chose the woods. In this 
forlorn condition, she determined to cast herself on the 
mercy of this institution; and although she had never 
been on the station, she believed from what she had 
heard, hat could she reach the place, she would receive 
that protection and help, which he who claimed the 
endearing appellation of father had longer refused to 
give, and which she had no right anywhere else to 
expect among her own nation. With this resolution 
she set out, and, although she had to travel several 
miles, through deep glens, succeeded in reaching the 
station, an awful picture of deformity aud sufferi 
all but in a state of nudity, covered with large oa 
to the number of fourteen, amongst the most ghastly 
of which was that of the head and face, where the 
wolf, having endeavored to grasp the whole head had 
torn the mouth open to the ear, and stripped the head 
to the upper part of its covering, and made a ghastly 
wound of eight inches. Through the mercy of God 
she is quite recovered, and scarcely at all deformed ; 
but refuses evér to return to those who forced her to 
the woods to die. Jam happy to add, that a few days 
since, as I was walking a little distance from the house 
1 heard some one ina fervent prayer ; and as I could 
discover it was the voice a child, I made towards it, 
and found in a little secluded spot amongst the weeds, 
my little patient, who was earnestly pouring out her 
soul in prayer to the God of her mercies, where she 
thought no ear heard her but God,— Missionary 
Herald. 


Bartist Cyurcues in Burman. 


It was stated in the report of the Burman Mission, 
read before the Convention in New York, that there 
are five churches in Burmah, as follows: One ef 30 
members at Rangoon ; one of 94 members at Tavoy, 
90 of whom are natives ; two at Maulmein,—the na- 
tive church of 60 members, and one composed chiefly 
of British soldiers, of 35 members; and one of 14 
members, on the Martiban river, about 100 miles 
above Maulmein. So the total number of i 
believers, in a population of about twelve milli 
is 233. A very large proportion of these have been 





added to the churches within the last two years, 
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When we consider how long the first missionaries la- 
bored before they were permitted to rejoice over one 
returning sinner, and the tardy pace at which the 
work moved forward, until quite recently, amidst dis- 
couragements and difficultics unparalleled in the his- 

of modern missions, we have reason, surely, to 
bless Gad, for the happy change in the aspect of af- 
fairs@vhich we now witness, and gratefully acknwol- 
edge the verification of the promise, ‘+ In due season 
ye shall reap if ye faint not.” 


EMIGRATING INDIANS. 

The hamane policy of our Government in removing the In- 
dians out of the world into their new paradise, is happily illas- 
trated by the following extract of a letter from Mrs. Williams, 
wife of the Rev. Loring 8. Williams, who with her husband 
have accompanied the emigrating Choctaws to their place of 
destination. Letters written in February have been received 
at Utica, and published in the Western Recorder. 


* It is now three weeks since we left the beloved 
spot, and the dear brethren and sisters at Mayhew, and 
set our faces towards the still more distant country of 
the poor Indians. You may well suppose that sor- 
row filled our hearts for a season on this occasion. 
Yes, this beginning of the breaking up of these belov- 
ed, consecrated spots, and this sundering of the cords 
of union and love between our dear associates in la- 
bor, was most trying, and has been most deeply af- 
fecting to us. But we trust our aching hearts were 
enabled to say—lIt is the Lord, let him do What seem- 
eth him good. We and the poor Indians are in his 
gracious hands ; and blessed be his name. If he has 
any thing more for us to do among the heathen, he 
will provide the way and the place for us. Let us 
never be anxious, nor distrust his goodness. We 
have thus far been prespered ip our journey—have 
had some pleasant weather, and some unpleasant— 
roads very bad, but most of the time comfortable 
health. We find both enemies and friends to our Re- 
deemer’s cause, some few who love the Indians ; but 
a great many who hate them, and speak evil of them 
and the missionaries. But may these things never 
move, nor hinder us in our work. May the spirit of 
the Lord ever influence our hearts and direct our 
footsteps. . 

“ Thus far we have suffered nothing, in compari- 
son with what the poor Indians are called to endure. 
The men of the world who were employed to move 
them, testify that they never had before witnessed 
such sufferings. Many have already been released 
from their trials on earth by the hand of death.— 
Poor, wretched and miserable beings have they been 
in this cold winter on their journeyings. The many 
that have fallen by the way, and the sufferings they 
endured, will probably never be known by the world; 
but the Lord, who knows the hearts‘of all men, vill 
reserve a just recompense of reward for all the op- 
pressors and the oppressed. 

“‘ Here we have again met (at Vixburgh) with our 
dear brother and sister Wright, whom we had not 
seen till now, since we from them in Utica. 
We had expected they had gone over the river [Mis- 
sissippi] before us, but they have been detained here 
about four weeks.—Brother W. has been very sick, 
but is now recovering. We shall probably wait a few 
days with the he may accompany us on our 
way. His a was very severe, attended with pal- 
pitation of the heart, and spasms of suffocation, in 





which his life was nearly despaired of. He is now 
just beginning to walk about the house. His wife is 
quite well. Our sister Clough, who has formerly 
spent some time with us, will accompanyus on our 
journeys and for the present be an inmate in our fam- 
Hy y.” 


MASSACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting of the Massachusetts Mission- 
ary Society, for business, was held at the Park-street 
Vestry, on Tuesday morning. The Treasurer's Re- 
port was read and accepted. The receipts of the So- 
ciety for the year amounted in round numbers, to 
9,000 ; the disbursements were $6000 in sustaining 
the Society’s operations, and $2,500 paid to the Am. 
Home Missionary Society. 

From the report we learn that, The whole number 
of churches directly aided during the year is 60, ex- 
clusive of the Gayhead Indians, among whom there is 
no Congregational church. Some others have drawn 
strength from the treasury, through the medium of the 
National Society. In 44 of these churches the whole 
number of members reported, is 2,489; of which num- 
ber 752—nearly one-third of the whole—have been 
added during the last year.—Special revivals are re- 
ported in 30, or one half of the churches ; and more 
than usual attention in some others.—In 36 congrega- 
tions the average number of worshippers is stated to 
be 5,710. In36con tions there are 2620 persons 
under Sabbath School instruction. The Bible classes 
in 22 congregations have 707 members. In 20 con- 
gregations are 1830 subscribers to the principle of 
entire abstinence from ardent spirit. In 4 congrega- 
tions no Temperance Society exists, though assurance 
is given that such shall not always be the case. In 
the remaining 36 congregations such societies exist, 
but the number of members is not given —Bos, Rec. 


Labors and Results of Fourteen Years. 


Since the formation of the ‘“‘ Domestic Missionary 
Society of Massachusetts,” in June 1818, now incor- 
porated with the “*Massachusctts Missionary Society,” 
104 feeble churches and waste places in the state have 
heen assisted by its funds. Of these, 30 are now sus- 
taining divine ordinances without assistance, most of 
them in a state of equal prosperity with our best par- 
ishes. Sixty-eight were either the original churches 
of the commonwealth, formed in a state of rapid de- 
cline, or waste places where no churches had previous- 
ly existed; and 39 have originated in the predomina- 
ting influence of fatal errors in the several places of 
their location. 


A LITTLE BURMAN GIRL. 


Mah Nabooton is a little girl of about eleven years 
of age. She confessed herself guilty of scolding, 
qnd quarreling with other children, She was asked 
what made her first leave it off; she said her father 
forbade it. She was then asked if she would not 
scold now, if she had not been forbidden by her pa- 
rents. “‘ No,” she replied, “ for I have not got my 
old heart, and do not want to scold.” She was ask- 
ed, “* Who gave you this new heart, the teachers or 
your father?” Without hesitation she answered, 
“ The teacher preached, and my father admonished, 
but God gave me the new heart.” 
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Christian Benevolence. 


ANNIVERSARIES IN BOSTON. 

We select from the Boston Recorder notices of the meeting 

and reports of several important institutions in Boston. 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, BOSTON. 
Abstract of the Eighteenth Annual Report. 

The Executive Committee would gratefully ac- 
knowledge the favor of Divine Providence in the suc- 
cess that has attended their efforts the past year, and 
at the same time feel greatly humbled in view of the 
extensive destitutions as yet entirely beyond the reach 
of their operations. They consider the work of 
disseminating divine truth by means of religious tracts 
as scarcely begun.—The efforts of the Committee 
during the past year have been directed principally to 
the more perfect application of its publications to the 
whole mass of the community within their own ap- 
propriate sphere of operation. 

Tracts Issued from the Depository. 

There have been issued from the Depository during 

the last year, 





To agents, auxiliaries, and individuals, 13,429,050 pages. 
To life-members and donors, ,490 
For gratuitous distribution among the destitute, 663,200 

Total, 114,500,740 


Which exceeds the distributions of the preceeding 
year by 2,000,000 pages. The gratuitous distribu- 
tions have been principally to destitute towns in New 
England, and to various benevolent societies. 

State of the Funds. 

The receipts of the Society have exceeded those of 
last year by nearly $3000. At the last anniversary 
the treasury was overdrawn to the amount of $1000: 
now there remains in the treasury the sum of $368. 


Usefulness of Tracts. 


Cheering instances are given of the usefulness of 
Tracts in the conversion of souls. 


Situation and Prospects of the Society. 

The increase of funds has resulted entirely from 
the increase in the sales of tracts, and therefore does 
not in the least’increase the Society’s ability to make 
appropriations to the destitute. There has been a very 
great diminution in the donations from auxiliaries. 
Of the 723 auxiliaries, 127 only have made donations 
to the Society during the year; which donatious a- 
mount in all to but $610 31. In 1828, 303 of the 
507 auxiliaries made donations to the amount of $1,260 
60. In 1829, the donations were still greater; and 
the committee were able to make appropriations for 
the destitute to the amount of 4,517 57, instead of 
$646 25—the amount thus appropriated during the 
last year. During the last four years the committee 
have appropriated for the supply of the destivute ip 
this and Foreign lands, over $12,000 ; but without an 
inerease of donations they cannot for four years to 
come appropriate for the same objects as many hun- 





DOCTRINAL TRACT AND BOOK SOCIETY. 
The series of tracts published by the Committee 
consists of twenty-one. Number of pages printed, 
3,496,000 ; of which 823,848 pages have been trans- 


‘ 


mitted since last May to 36 Depositories in different 
states; and 899,334 pages remain in the General De- 
pository. Printed since the last Report. 904,000 


The publications of this Society are designed, and 
it is believed that they have in no inconsiderable de- 
gree, contributed, to promote a knowledge of the pe- 
culia: and essential doctrines of the gospel. "T@reli- 
gion, as well as to other sciences, belong essential — 
ciples, and as he who would understand any natural sci- 
ence mustlearn its principles, so the persons who would 
have a true knowledge of religion, must become ac~- 
quainted with its essential doctrines. Notwithstanding 
all the advantages that are enjoyed by those who live 
under the light of the Gospel, religious knowledge has 
proved to be far less generally diffused than might have 
been supposed. 

Is there nothing to be done by the friends of truth, 
qneapt to put into the hands of men the sacred_vol- 
ume? To do this is indeed of primary importance. 
Let that holy Book be held by every person as the 
authority of ultimate appeal in deciding what is truth. 
Yet it is not to be forgotten, that, according to the di- 
vine economy, human instrumentality must co-ope- 
rate with the Holy Spirit in taking of the things of 
revelation and showing them unto men. 


PRISON DISCIPLINE SOCIETY. 
Extmct from the Seventh Annual Report. 
Connecticut. 

Imprisonment for debt.—T he law remains unchang- 
ed. Females are exempted from imprisonment by a 
law of 1826; but with this exception any person may 
be imprisoned for any sum, but if unable to pay can 
take the oath in four days. It is estimated that about 
384 persons, or more than one third of the whole num- 
ber imprisoned for debt in the State in 1830, were im- 
prisoned for sums less than $10. ¢ 

State Prison at Wethersfield—This institution 
appears to be in scarcely any respect inferior to any 
of the reformed prisons, and in some respects, is su- 
perior to them all. In a pecuniary point of view its 
merits are without a parallel. During ‘the year end- 
ing on the 3lst of March last, the earnings of the 
convicts above every expenditure were $8,713 53; 
and the total gain to the state in the four years and 


six months since its establishment is no less than 
$25,853 06 





The expense of the old prison above all 
. the earnings for an equal period suc- 
ceeding the year 1815, were 


51,103 11 


Difference to the state in 4 1-2 years $76,956 17 

In regard to cleanliness, health, moral and religious 
influence, this institution stands on a level—or not 
greatly varying from it—with the prisons at Auburn 
and Charlestown. Deaths last year, 2 out of about 
190 convicts. A convenient chapel has been fitted up 
at the caperne of the State; a resident chaplain is 
employed ; and a sabbath school has been established. 


LONDON HIBERNIAN SOCIETY. 
The London Hibernian Society has been engaged 
in giving Scriptural Education in Ireland for about 
twenty-six years. Boys, girls, and adults, of 








every religious sentiment, whether Romanist or Pro- 
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testant, are freely admitted, and are instructed in 
reading, writing. and cyphering ; but more especially 
—_eee committing to memory the Holy Scrip- 
tures, whether English or Irish. Independent of 
those now under its care, considerably more than 
400,000 persons have been instructed in the schools 
of the Society, of whom more than 200,000 were Ro- 
man Catholics. 

Notwithstanding the constant use of the Holy 
Scriptures, and the inflexible rule that large tions 
of them shall be committed to memory, the Romish 
peasantry are most desirous to send their children to 
the schools of the Society. The Romish children 
exhibit quite as much proficiency in learning the Holy 
Scriptures as the Protestant children. And the only 
opposition ever made to this invaluable practice, pro- 
ceeds from the Romish priests ; but such opposition 
is firmly resisted by the Romish people, and is usu- 
ally overcome, though often not without a severe 
struggle, and t hardship. 

a d and fifty-sezen applications for 
schools are now before the committee, all of which 
will be complied with, the moment they obtain ade- 

ate funds; many of these proceed from places ez- 
Gusively Roman catholic; and, in some instances, 
are countenanced by Romish Priests. 

Last year, 85,755 scholars were enrolled in the 
schools of the society ; and after deducting from this 
gross number the names of those Sunday scholars 
hich appear also in the rolls of the day schools, the 


number of individuals under the Society’s instruction 
amounted to 70,000; about one half of whom were 
persons of the Romish persuasion. 

The only books “a by the society, are two 


oly Scriptures of the author- 
ized version, in English, and an Irish spelling book, 
and the Holy Scriptures of Bishop Bedell’s, Arch- 
bshop Daniel’s version, in Irish. All the scholars of 
sufficient age, read and commit to memory the Holy 
Scriptures. The schools are inspected publicly once 
a quarter, and the teachers are only paid for those 
scholars who, on inspection, exhibit the required pro- 
ficiency. 

Every part of the society’s expenditure is conducted 
with the utmost economy. The average cost of each 
child to the society, exclusive of all Sunday and adult 
scholars, is somewhat /ess than three shillings per an- 
num; and this estimate embraces every expense in 
— and Ireland. 

he society employed. last year, 56 persons as 
Scripture Readers or Inspectors, by whom 19,768 
Bibles or Testaments, in the English or Irish lan- 
guage were, distributed, making, with the former distri- 
bution, a total of 155,000 copies circulated by the 
society, which large dissemination of the Word of 
God, the society has been enabled to effect chiefly, 
by the generous confidence and splendid liberality of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
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Temperance Reform. 


TEN YEARS HENCE. 


It is generally estimated, and no doubt is true, that 
there are 300,000 drunkards in United States at 
the present time, and that one of every ten of this 
number die annually. This will be. 30,000 each 


spelling book, and the 





than three every hour. Were the Cholera, or the 
yellow fever to rage in the United States and pro- 
duce destruction like this, what fear would enter every 
heart ; what paleness overspread every countenance ; 
and if in the midst of this di some one were to 
discover a sure and certain remedy, with what grati- 
tude would he be received ; with what acclamations 
|would he be hailed, and with what munificence would 
he be rewarded. There is a remedy even for drunk- 
enness. It is sure—it is infallible. No one ever 
yet made use of it, and found its virtue fail. No 
one ever seized with this disorder need die under its 
influence. The remedy is in his own hands; no 
physician is needed to prescribe ; no danger can pos- 
sibly arise from its application. Let him but adopt 
and adhere to the principle of TOTAL ABSTIN- 
ENCE from ardent spirits, and he is safe from a 
drunkard’s grave, _ 

But ten years hence. At that time the whole of 
of the 300,000 drunkards which now pollute our land 
except those who may reform, and perhaps a few of 
more than ordinary strength of constitution, will have 
gone down to the grave ; and not far from five acres 
of our country’s soil will have been used to hide their 
livid corpses from our view. How chilling the reflec- 
tion. What can save them? The principles and 
the efforts of temperance societies. Reader, will you 
aid in this work t--- Temp. Rec. 


From the Journal of Humanity. 


FAMILY TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATIONS. 


Mr. Eprror—I have been much gratified of late 
to see the enterprise and decision which the frends 
of temperance have exhibited in the large and flour- 
ishing State which joins us on the west. Their pro- 
gress in the grand reform—the novelty of their efforts, 
and the extensive influence which they are exerting 
upon the public mind, are all witnessed with no ordin- 
ary degree of interest by every one whose heart is in 
the cause. 

It is easy to see that a renewed interest is felt in 
many places upon this subject, and we trust it will be- 
come more and more powerful, till it shall arouse all 
the slumbering energies of its professed friends, and 
lead them to new and more decided and vigorous 
efforts. 

But the plan of Family Temperance Societies, 
which is, to have a brief constitution sent to every 
family for their signatures, is, if possible, still more 
interesting. It is Waklug a new and vadicai effort— 
it is laying the foundation of a noble superstructure ; 
and we trust that those who originated this timely 
plan, will soon see it adopted in eyery state, county, 
town, and hamlet in the Union. We would call the 
attention of heads of families particularly to this plan, 
as it cannot be too strongly recommended and urged 
upon them, hoping that they will recommend it to their 
families and those under their care, and thus prepare 
the way for the distribution of the constitutions which 
are about to be published. 

Toa considerable extent this has already been ad- 
opted, especially in New York, and I rejoice to learn 
that efforts are now making to have it a general thing 
throughout the Union. It carries a strong recom- 
mendation upon the very face of it. It is one of the 
most interesting features in the whole temperance re- 
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formation, and has many advantages which larger sc- 
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cieties do not possess, though it does not interfere 
with, or supercede their necessity. 

Its tendency is to unite families more closely in 
the bonds of social and domestic happiness. Flow 
many once happy families have been separated by 
discord and contention, which might still have been 
enjoying the sweets of home and friends, had this 
plan been timely adopted. How many widows and 
orhpans might now have been enjoying the kind care 
and protection of a husband and father; yea more, 
how many children who have fallen victims to a drunk- 
ard’s ruin, might now have been useful members of 

_ society. 

It will also greatly increase the number of those 
who have enlisted in this noble cause. Hundreds of 
conscientious men who have been unwilling to join a 
large society, would readily adopt such a plan in their 
own family circle. Their wives eould here go hand 
in hand with them without the least impropriety. Ali 
the influence of the other sex, (which I believe has 
been rated far too low in the enterprise,) would be 
brought to bear directly upon the subject. 

It will bring in the youth who are to act a distin- 
guished part in the work of reforming our country. 
it will array them, like a dividing line, between a na- 
tion intoxicated and a nation reformed. There are 
thousands of youth in every part of our country who 
have not yet enrolled their names with their fathers, 
but who, we have reason to believe, will do it as soon 
as the proposed measure can be carried into effect. 
Thousands more would be induced to do it from ex- 
ample, and in this way our Family Temperance As- 
sociation would soon embrace the flower of ar nation. 

- A. 





From the Temperance Recorder. 
THE DIFFERENCE. 


The following facts are related by a gentleman 
high in the esteem of his fellow citizens, and honored 
by them for many years past with various responsible 
offices. } 

In early life, he was apprenticed to a man, resid- 
ing in the largest town in His master was a 
man of exemplary character, and usually had under 
him from three to four apprentices. These he treat- 
ed as his sons ; forbade them the use of spirituous li- 
quors ; required of them a strict account of the man- 
ner in which they spent their time; kept them under 
his eye on the holy Sabbath, and uniformly took 
them with him to the house of worship. He was 
careful that their companions should not be of a vi- 
cious character, and strictly enjoined that their leis- 
ure hours should be beneficial to themselves and inju- 
rious to none. 

In the same village resided another mechanic. 
He, too, was master of several apprentices. But he 
was a constant drinker of ardent spirit himself, and 
suffered the use of it in his shop. All the hours not 
employed in his service, his apprentices were permit- 
ted to spend as they chose. Their Sabbaths were 

nt away from the house Smog and their eve- 
nings in company of the dissolute. If they were re- 
gular in their hours ef labor in the shop, their mas- 
ter was satisfied. The remainder of their time was 
at their own disposal. 
- Now mark the result, in each of these two cases. 
The gentleman referred to, from a personal knowl- 





edge of all the apprentices of the two masters, for the 
last twenty years, is able to say, that not one of the 
apprentices of the first named person ever beeome 
intemperate. All have been, or still are, respectable 
mechanics, and worthy members of society. Not 
one of the other mechanic’s apprentices escaped the 
vice of intemperance. They all carried from his 
shop and service the seeds of vice, which in after life, 
came into full maturity, and produced an abundance 
of misery and wretchedness; and most of them, as 
well as their master, now sleep in the drunkard’s un- 
timely grave. ‘Those that survive, are lingering out 


-|the remnant of their days, confirmed and hopeless 


sots. MASS. 


REMARKS. 

The above narrative, furnished by a gentleman of 
undeubted veracity, suggests an important reflectiou 
to parents. We there see the effects of example and 
precept on the one hazd, and on the other, the effect 
of example and the neglect of precept. When pa- 
rents are about to commit a beloved child to the 
guardianship of others, of what momentous conse- 
quence is it, to the future welfare of that child, that 
the guardian selected should be one wliose instruc- 
tions and example may be such as shall lead him in 
the paths of virtue. And the arrative suggests a re- 
flection to young men, especially those who are en- 
gaged in learning any of the mechanic arts. In the 
relation above given, is seen on the one hand, tempe- 
rance, regularity, improvement of time, and attend- 
ance upon divine worship ; on the other hand, mod- 
erate drinking; waste of time, frequenting bad com- 

y, Sabbath breaking, and unrestrained indulgence. 
n the former case, the youth rise to respectability 
and usefulness, and comfort. They are a joy to their 
friends, and when they die they will leave an untar- 
nished name behind. In the latter case, the young 
men go out into the world, and become vicious and 
depraved, and polluted; and wading through all the 
miseries of drunkenness, scattering tears, and groans, 
and shame, and ruin around them, come at last to the 
grave unwept and unmourned, 


THE.PRICE OF RYE AND CORN. 

When the temperance reformation commenced in 
this state, a vast number of our respectable farmers 
supposed that the discontinuance of distilleries would 
destroy the market for corn and rye, and be a seri- 
ous loss. Has this been the case? have not their 
grains been steadily increasing in value ? and do they 
not now, and have they not for several years past 
commanded a higher price, in cash, than they did 
heretofore, even when paid in whiskey ? 

A FARMER. 


_ In Scotland the number of speanere of Sempertone Socie- 
ties, as appears from the Temperance Society for April 
has increased to about 50,000. The following 
of our latest London Papers: a 

Temperance amonc Mernopists.—At the Third Quar- 
terly meeting of the Wesleyan Methodists, held on the third of 
this month, it was unanimously resolved to petition the next 
Conference, through the medium of the District Meeting, to 
enforce the following rule of the Society, on both rs 
calictel das dh-eke ousinnt aeinanatioe ; “Itis 
ex that all who continue members of the Methodist Soci- 
ety that they should avoid drunkenness, buying or selling spirit- 





item is from ove 





uous liquors, or drinking them, unless in cases of extreme neces - 
sity.” —Bost. Ree. 
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** Romembes now thy Creator in the days of thy youth.” 





MEMOIR OF HARRIET DOW. 


Another Sabbath School Book has been lately pub- 
lished, giving an account of this little girl, who lived 
in Newport, N. H. Perhaps some of our youthful 
readers think they are not old enough to become chris- 
tians. Harriet became a christian when only eight 
years old. 


Harriet was often quite fearful of herself. She 
feared she should lose her relish for religion, and de- 
part from the fect of her Saviour, and indulge in the 
follies of the world. Hence she would often request 
Christians to pray for her, that she might be kept from 
thus grieving the Holy Spirit, and wounding that pre- 
cions cause which she so tenderly loved. 

About this tine her oldest sister became more deci- 
dedly serious, and expressed some hope that her sins 
were forgiven. This fact gave Harriet great joy. 

“* Now sister,”’ said she, ** we will always walk to- 
gether and be happy, and do all the good we can. 
But we must not be too positive of our hope, for we 
may be deceived. Let us pray for each other, and 
try to live in the faith. 

Every instance of hopeful conversion in town, of 
which she heard, was a new source of joy, and gave 
new occasion for gratitude to God. 

it was not many wecks after the great change in 
her feelings and views, when she began to express a 
wish to enjoy communion with Christians at the Lord’s 
table, there celebrate her love to Him who had 
so freely shed his blood for the life of her soul. 

There were two churches in town, a congregation- 
alist and a baptist. Her parents had always attend- 
ed public worship with the former, and that was the 
one with which she wished to unite. She would of- 
ten speak of the union that prevailed among the mem- 
bers as one of the most beautiful sights on earth, and 
then express her anxiety to enjoy it with them. 

When asked why she wished to join the church, she 
answered—* There are only two classes of people in 
this world. The-righteous are by themselves, and so 
are the wicked. 1 wish to live and die with the right- 
eous.”” 

P = you think,” said her mother, “that you are 
t 

“ T trust,” said she modestly, “ that the Lord has 
changed my heart, and that 1 have repented of my 
sins, and believed in Jesus, and that { am washed in 
his blood. Is any thing more necessary ?” 

She was then asked if she thought the.church would 
receive so young a person ? , 


Her reply was—‘* When Christ invites me to come, 
can any disciple turn me away 1—Christ has said, all 
things are ready ; and if he is ready to receive me, 
why should not the church be ready? 

Soon after this, a meeting was appointed to ascer- 
tain who wished to become members. She attended, 
and took her seat among the candidates. The minis- 
ter, Mr. W. inquired of her, if she wished to offer her- 
self for admission? She replied that she felt it to be 
her duty ; and then rose, and of her own accord, took 
her stand on a seat in a pew, and gave a_ particular 
account of her religious exercises. She did it with 
great modesty, but without being in the least daunted. 

Mr. W. asked her if she thought she was a great 
sinner, before she found comfort in Christ?” 

“I did,” said she, “ one of the greatest.” 

He then said, “If you think you was such a sinner, 
what do you think of me, and others who are older?” 

**T hope,” she replied, “that none of you are so 
great sinners as myself.” 

“The examination was perfectly satisfactory. Many 
old saints wept as they heard the simple narrative of 
her conviction, ry ay and faith, and especially 
when they heard her lay so much stress, as she did, 
on confidence in Christ alone for salvation —Every 
one was fully prepared to receive her, and it was vo- 
ted that she should be admitted to communion. 

After her return that evening, she was exceedingly 
tranquil and solemn. She conversed very affection- 
ately with her father, renewing her earnest request, 
that if he had any religion, to make it known to the 
world, and let his light shine. 

* Christ,” she remarked, ‘* has commanded his dis- 
ciples all to take up their cross and follow him; and 
one of his apostles has said, “Come ye out, and be 
separate.” ~ But, dear father, if you have no hope, it 
is time you had. Will you not search and see?” 

These remarks affected him considerably at the 
time ; but since the death of his beloved Harriet, he 
has thought of them more seriously. 1 do not know, 
however, whether he has as yet made a profession of 
religion. 

Harriet was a great reader of the bible. That 
blessed book was her constant companion. One 
morning, as her father went to his barn quite early, he 
found her’ reading the bible in a retired part of the 
wood-shed, and asked her why she was there so early 
reading in the cold ? 

** Because,” said she, “‘ the children make so much 
— in the house that | cannot understand what I 
re Pag 

Not long after this, about the middle of the fore- 
noon, she suddenly. laid down her work, and retired to 
her chamber, where she remained alone for nearly 
an hour. When she returned to her work, some one 
asked her why she did so? 

“ Because,” she replied, with 
had neglected to read and pray. 


rou solemnity, “ I 
f God had neglec- 
ted me so long, I should not be living.” 

Her usual practice, when alone, was to offer a shori 
prayer before reading the scriptures, that God would 
assist her to understand the meaning of what she might 


read, and give her a heart to understand the mean- 
ing of what she might read, and give her a heart to 
do every duty which might be plain to her mind. 
Then, after reading, she would pray again, and lift 
up her desires to God for every favor which she felt 





she needed, and for blessings on the family, the neigh- 
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borhood, the church, the town, and the whole world. 

She was in the habit of reading the bible by course, 
and more than once did she read it entirely through. 
But when she read in connection with her private de- 
votions, she usually selected such parts-as were best 
adapted to her feelings and circumstances, at the 
time. She was fond of reading the psalms; but no 
portion of the sacred book was so interesting to her 
- Lng “four gospels,” Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

ohn. 

The reason which she assigned for this preference, 
was, that “the Gospels tell the most about Jesus.” 
She also said she could understand them better than 
the other parts of the bible. 

She scarcely ever read the story of the Saviour’s 
sufferings and death without weeping; and often would 
she exclaim, “O cruel Jews! “How coyld they so 
treat such a Redeemer!” Then she would check 
herself and say, ‘* but it was tobe so. He came into 
the world to suffer and die, that sinners might be sav- 
ed. My sins helped crucify him, O, how can I com- 
mit sin, when I think of his sufferings ?” 

And having said this, she would go away and ask 
the Lord to keep her from sin, and from offending 
Jesus, who bled and died for her. : 


GOING ! GOING !! GONE!!! 


- A cloud, the vapor, the grass, a flower, in Scrip- 
ture, are compared to life. Perhaps nothing could so 
well set forth the brevity of human existence as these 
As I was passing an auctioneer the other day, when 
he had an article up for sale, I heard him say,‘ Going ! 
going !! gone!!!’ The article was then sold. It oc- 
cured to me, that that man was a faint comparison to 
the angel ofdeath. Thisdestroyer looks on one and a- 
nother of our fellow beings, and but little more than 
says, ‘Going!’ before an individual is nomore. This 
world may be compared to a great auction room, 
where people are continually ‘ going. Persons of 
all ages, all countries, whether white or colored, low 
or high, poor or rich, they are constantly ‘ going’ in- 
to another world. We can look around us, and can 
point out many circles that have been thinned—and 
we can only say, they are ‘gone!!!’ It would be 
well, if each of you, dear children, could bear it in 
mind, that you are continually ‘ going!’ Let this 
word be engraven on your hearts, and let your future 
lives declare, that you realise the truth—that time is 
short. ‘ Going!’ is written on every thing beneath 
the sky. Nothing here will survive that great day, 
when this world will be burned up. Blessed, thrice 
blessed is that child, who has an interest in Christ, 
and who will not fear the approach of that messenger, 
who will exclaim, ‘ Gone!!!’ to his immortal spirit 
which is now just ‘ going !’°—S. S. Instructor. 








IT WILL TELL THEM ABOUT JESUS CHRIST. 


A sermon having been preached for the Bible So- 
ciety, a number of years ago in England, the next 
day tlie poor people of the place brought their little 
contributions to the clergyman’s house, A little girl 
four or five years old, accompanied her elder sister ; 
and after listening with eager attention to all that 
passed, at last cried out, “I will go for my money 
too; that I will.” The clergyman thinking that so 
young a child could not understand the meaning of 
what had been said, asked her what she wanted to 


do with her money. “ To give it to you,” she re- 
plied, “‘that you may buy bibles. for the ee ne- 
groes.”” ‘* But what good will the bible them, 
my dear?” ‘“ Qh, it will tell them about Jesus Christ 
—and how to get to heaven. So be sure to buy bi- 
bles with my money, and send them to the poor black 
men,” she added with great earnestness and with 
tears in her eyes. 


INFANT SCHOOL ANECDOTE. 

A little girl was accused of having sold a little Bi- 
ble for a piece of candy. One little boy said with 
great energy, “‘ That was mean to sell a Bible for 
something to eat!” ‘* It was like Esau,” said anoth- 
er, “ who sold his birthright for a mess of pottage.” 

Rambler. 
___—_————— 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


NEW HAVEN, JUNE 9, 1832. 








[Fer the Religious Intelligencer. } 
TO CHRISTIAN FEMALES. 

For some time past, I have been much interested in a sub- 
ject, which has as yet excited little feeling among Christians, 
compared with the attention it deserves; but I trust the time is 
not far distant, when the church. will wake up, and feel, 
as the case demands, the necessity of coming out from the 
world, and being separate; to lay aside the love of dress, which 
is the root of much evil, and put on that simplicity so becom- 
ing in females professing godliness. My interest in this sub- 
ject has been increased by reading a letter addressed by Mr. 
Judson to the Christian females in this country; and my con- 
science has been roused to inquire, Have I not, in this respect, 
been too much conformed to the world? Has not the love of 
dress led me to the commission of many sins, and to exert an 
influence prejudicial to the cause I am bound to espouse and 
defend ? 

Sisters in Christ—‘hese are solemn questions. Let us give 
then their merited attention, and answer them seriously to 
God and our own consciences. We are as a city placed ona 
hill, and our influence is felt far and near. For this influence 
we are responsible. Then if, by laying aside “ gold and pearls 
and costly array,” we can advance the cause of our Master, and 
rescue many souls from eternal perdition, it is decidedly our 
duty to overcome every worldly feeling and vein desire, and 
renounce all superfluity of dress. 

Christian Mothers—on you devolves the t Pp 
sibility of training up your children in the way they should go; 
of cherishing the feelings, and forming the habits, which con- 
stitate character; and thus you are responsible for the ‘tifhi- 








ence they exert. You early imbue their minds with a love of 
dress, display and fashion. Is this training them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord? Is it making them or- 
naments to the religion you profess, pillars in the church, and 
blessings to the world? 

Sabbath School Teachers—let me apply this subject to you. 
When instructing your classes, you must keep back nothing 
from the whole counsel of God. Every duty must be pressed 
upon them, and they must be urged to its performance. How 
will you enforce the duty contained in 1 Tim. ii. 9; “ I will 
also that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with 
shame-facedness and sobriety, not with broidered hair, or gold, 
or pearls, or costly array”? You cannot get aside from its 
true meaning, nor can you explain it away. To perform your 
duty faithfully, you must impress on the minds of yoar scho- 
lars their obligations to lay aside all superfluities of dress. And 





what is precept without example? Your influence is not con- 
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fined to your classes. Were all the teachers in your school to 
put in practice the duty enforced in the text just quoted, and 
come before the world dressed in the simple garb becoming a 
Christian female, the whole church to which you belong would 
feel your influence, and acknowledge the correctness of your 
principles and conduct. Nor would it stop here. Other church- 
es would begin to view duty as they never before saw it, and 
would come out from the world and be separate; and this in- 
fluence would go on, widening and extending, till it was felt 
by ali Christendom. ; Then might we hope to see the light of 
the millenium, which is just dawning on our world, grow 
brighter and brighter, till the Sun of Righteousness and Holi- 
ness shall shine with noonday splendor on every part of this 
now benighted globe. 

Can you longer hesitate regarding the path of duty? “Be 
not conformed to this world.” “Love not the world, nor the 
things that are in the world: if any man love the world, the 
the love of the Father is not in him.” “I beseech you there- 
fore, by the mercies of God, that ye present yourselves a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service.” The way of duty lies straight before you, and “he 
that knoweth his Lord’s will and doeth it not, shall be beaten 
with many stripes.” Come boldly forward, Mothers, Sabbath 
School Teachers, Christians of every name and denomination ; 
break away from the shackles imposed by custom, and set an 
example worthy of imitation. Change your costly, fashiona- 
ble attire, for the simplicity prescribed by the gospel, and then 
we shall behold the latter day glory hastening on, when all shall 
know Christ, from the least to the greatest; when “every 
knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lard, to the glory of God the Father.” 

A Proressina Cunistian. 

New-Haven, May 23, 1832. 





(For the Religious Intelligencer. ] 
TO SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHERS. 
Bevovep Frierps, 

A dream, like a reality, has arrested my attention. It placed 
me, not at the threshold of eternity, but at the bar of eternal 
retribution, at the right hand of my God and Saviour. 

Wfile 1 was wondering at the marvelous grace which bro’t 
me there, not one of my class of Sabbath School scholars could 
Lbehold. I was confounded tonished! I said to a faithful 
fellow-teacher, I cannot endure this; I must seek forthem. I 
found them on the left hand of the Judge, in dreadful despair ! 
As soon as they saw me, they laid hold of me, and said, “ We 





- will never, never part more.” But as we approached the Judge, 


He said to them, What do ye here? 1 know" ye not— Depart ye 
cursed! It was the dreadful voice of God! I awoke, drowned 
in tears. And verily, I awoke to new resolutions —to lircly 
activity, prayer, and persevering faithfulness. 1 resolved (by the 
grace of God) to leave nothing undone, that J, as an instru- 
ment, could do, to make all of them heirs of salvation. 

I related my dream tothem. It was riveted upon my mind, 
as though it had been indented with a pen of iron and the point 
of a diamond. It took fast hold on each of them. I urged 
them to immediate repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. I 
pressed them to believe that the Saviour of sinners was present 
—was then looking into each of their hearts, and in all the 
tenderness of his love was inviting them to accept of him as 
their Saviour—was then saying to each of them, (as he did to 
the blind man that cried so earnestly, “‘ Jesus, thou son of Da- 
vid, have mercy on me !"”) “ What wilt thou that I should do un- 
to thee?” To each of you, now, Jesus is putting the all-im- 
portant question—and what wilt thou—and thou—and thou— 
that He shall do for thee? “Lord Jesus, that I might receive my 


the evil of sin, and the loveliness of the holy Savionr. From 
unfeigned lips they cry, “Almighty Saviour of sinners, have 
mercy on me! have merey.on my soul! I would be made whole ! 
1 would be thine, entircly thine! purified and cleansed from all 
sin!” Some have, and all will, I trust, forsake sin, and give 
themselves up to the Saviour.{I can never rest, till all have. If 
Sabbath School and Bible Class Teachers were truly faithful, 
we might hope that the world’s redemption was drawing nigh, 
and look wishfully to the day of millenial glory ! 





[For the Religious Intelligencer. } 
THE CAUSE OF SEAMEN. 

We were told last evening, that the young ladies of Catskill 
had raised $220 the last year, for the religious instruction ef 
seamen; and that this year they propose to raise $300. We 
rejoice in this information, and while we wish them God speed 
in this labor of love, we would suggest, through the medium of 
your paper, a plan for co-operating in this good work. In ev- 
ery seaport let there be a place of deposit for all articles which 
ladies may choose to sell for this object. It is well known that ma- 
ny ladies now dispose of second hand clothing in order to re- 
plenish their wardrobes, and perhaps some pow give the avails 
to charity. Many, we doubt not, could be found, who ‘would re- 
joice to aid the good cause in this manner, and multitudes who 
would contribute the avails of fine work, and exercise their in- 
genuity in articles of taste, for such an establishment. Even 
children might earn in this way something for the spread of the 
gospel, and great benefit would accrue to the individuals thus 
employed. Itis a principle of vital importance to the young, 
that the money they give in charity is to be obtained by indus- 
try and self-denial. If such a place of deposit were establish- 
ed, the friends of seamen would, it is believed, patronize it as 
purchasers, and sailors themselves would resort to it while in 
port, for the purchase of many small articles which they now 
obtain elsewhere. - 

A Female Friend of Bethel Flag Societies. 


EXTRACTS. 


From the Address of the Bishops to the General Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church assem in 
Philadelphia. 

Since the last meeting of this body it has pleased the 
Great Head of the Church to pour out his Spirit upon 
usin an extraordinary manner. Our borders have been 
greatly enlarged, and the field of labor continually ex- 
tending with the advance of population. The increase 
of the members for four years ending last July, has been 
one hundred and thirty one thousand one hundred and 
seventeen. 

Our Missionary, Sunday school, Tract, and Bible so- 
cieties have been found most valuable and efficient aux- 
iliaries to the grand itinerant system, in carrying on 
the blessed work of spreading Scriptural holiness over 
these lands. Already much has been accomplished by 
the operation of these institutions, although they are 
but in their infancy. 

And it is believed that with the proper attention of 
the annual conference, and the efficient agency of the 
preachers in the districts, circuits, and stations, all the 
objects for which these associations have been formed 
may be fully realized. It has, however, been thought 
by many, that the Sunday school Ke might be im- 
proved and made more simple, and that the organiza- 
tion of aschoo! and mode of instruction might be so 
embodied and simplified, in a book, as to render the 
formation and discipline of the schools much less diffi- 
cult. We reccommend this subject to their attention. 








- LaFaverre avp Liserry !—It is reported, on respectable 
authority, that Gen. yey orders to his agent, 
Count Main, to sell his land jn ida only to persons who will 
cultivate it without the use of slaves. 





sight!” The answer was prompt. They have decided. Their 
seara/tihids Ga taeit, tacos onl Radyente oneal 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
New Rules of the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 


Rev. Dr. Martin, of Chanceford, Pa. as chairman 
of a committee of the Philadelphia Synod, presented 
areference voted by the Synod, concerning a rule 
adopted by the Presbytery of Philadelphia, requiring 
that all ministers coming to them from other Presbyt- 
eries, should be examined before admission into this 
Presbytery. In the Synod, the subject had been dis- 
c , on a complaint from the minority of the Pres- 
bytery, and the members had individually expressed 
their views of the mattér ; but inasmuch as there seem- 
ed to be aconsiderable diversity of sentiment, the Sy- 
nod voted to refer the whole matter*to the General As- 
sembly. ‘The minority at the same time gave notice, 
that they should complain to the Assembly of this re- 
ference, because the book of discipline says, that after 
the members have been called, the question shall then 
be put. A motion was made to refer the paper to the 
Judicial Committee. 

Mr. M’Caxa, of Philadelphia, was opposed to this 
reference ; he said the course of the house varied.— 
Sometimes their judgment led them one way, and 
sometimes their taste Jed them another way. Lest 
year the Assembly preferred to have the questions in- 
volved in this reference discussed in thesi. But we 
have brought them forward in their own way. , And 
now will the house turn round, and suy they will have 
them discussed only judicially ? 

“Dr. Sprine said the statement just made was cor- 
rect. There were advantages in having this subject 
discussed in thesi. The inquiry was simply whether 
a Presbytery had a right to examine a minister coming 
from another Presbytery. 

Mr. Wisxer thought it onght to come judicially be- 
fore.the house. He said, it is already before us, that 


the very question involved in this reference, makes a 
ee of an issue between certain complainants and the 
resby 


tery of Philadelphia. Are the members of this 
Presbytery in a situation, as ecclesiastical men ought 
to be, to pass upon the question under the reference, 
when to-morrow the very same question is to come up 
in a shape in which they area party concerned? Are 
we prepared to allow men to take this course, for the 
purpose of securing the privilege of voting on their 
own question? Is this keeping the sources of justice 
pure, in the spirit of the constitution ? He knew noth- 
ing of the merits of the case; he looked only at the 
mode of procedure. He would not dare to trust him- 
self thus to adjudicate a question to which be was him- 
self a party. 

Dr. Sprine said the last Assembly had promised to 
discuss this matter in thesi. The present was asimple 
reference, in which every member has a right to de- 
bate and vote, as much as if it had originated in this 
house. 

After some farther debate, Mr. Post, of Washington 
city, moved to postpone the reference, for the purpose 
of taking some complaint of the minority. This com- 
plaint had been for some days in the hands of the per- 
manent clerk, and therefore virtually in the hands of 
the Assembly, and ought to be considered in connec- 
tion with the reference, Some conversation took 

and the motion was withdrawn. 

Dr. Spring moved to postpone the motion of refer- 
ence to the Judicial Committee, in order to move a re- 
ference to a select committee. Such a committee 
would report a resolution, which the house would de- 
bate and act upon. The business of the judicial com- 
mittee was simply to prepare papers and evidence to 
Jay before the bly, in case of litigation. 

r. Perens, of New York, said we wanted no sepa- 
rate resolution on this paper, because it stands connect- 
ed witha series of papers. And it is the proper act of 
the Judicial Committee to assign it a proper place in 
the series. 

Mr. Posr said he was the only member of the Synod 





present, who voted in the minority. When the refer- 
ence was adopted in the Synod, it was stated by some 
of the fathers of the Synod and of the Presbyterian 
church, that the question whether members of Synod 
would vote, wool depend on which should come up 
first inthe General Assembly, the reference or the 
complaint. ‘This explains the zeal which is manifest- 
~ to have this paper kept separate from the com- 
aint. 

: Dr. Cox thought it not easy to discuss practical 
questions, involving character, and ministerial staud- 
ing, and privilege, in this Platonic way. If taken up 
in an abstract form, it would be a mere fiction of judi- 
cial proceedings. The subject vibrates every nerve in 
this hotise, on one side or the other. And it is idle to 
call it theory. 

After some farther remarks from several members, 
the motien to refer to the Judicial Committee was 
postponed, and the paper was referred to a select 
committee, consisting of Rev. Dr. Hill, of Va., Dr. 
Spring: Dr. M’Pheeters, of North- Carolina, and Mr. 
Baird. 

Nore. The following is the minute adopted on this 
subject by the General Assembly fast year. 

With respect to the abstract points proposed to the 
Assembly for the decision in the reference of the Pres- 
bytery, the committee are of opinion, that if they be 
answered, they had better be discussed and decided ta 
thesi, separate from the case of Mr. Barnes. 

Division of the Philadelphia Presbytery. 

Rev. De. Spring, from the Judicial Committee, re- 
ported that the papers marked 2, were ready for the 
Assembly to act upon, and the committee thought it 
was advisable to take up the case at once. Voted to 
proceed to the case, 

A document was then read from certain members 
of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, complaining of the 
proceedings of the Synod of.PhiladeJphia. This arti- 
cle set forth that the last Assembly had adopted the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That it will be expedient, as soon as the 
regular steps can be taken, to divide the [Philadelphia] 
Presbytery in such way, as will be best caleulated ta 
promote the peace of the ministers and churches be-: 
longing to the Presbytery : 

That the Presbytery at their subsequent meetin® re- 
commended to Synod to divide by a line drawn through 
Market-street, and protracted east and west a seflicient 
distance. That a petition was presented by cleven 
ministers for a different division, by which each body 
would have about 25 mémbers, of whom 17 were unan- 
imous in their desires to be together, but the Synod re- 
fused to make apy division whatever: 

That a division is needful on account of the size of 
the Presbytery ; having 49 ministers and nearly as ma- 
ny elders, it is impossible to transact the business of 
the churches properly: 

That the Assembly has a right to settle this question 
definitely, having frequently exercised the prerogative 
of dividing Presbyteries, without even the intervention 
of Synods—particularly having divided the Presbytery 
of Carlisle, in 1794, that of Albany in 1802, that of 
Oneida in 1805, and formed that of Chenango in 1826, 
and Detroit in 1827. 

That unless the Assembly bas this power, it cannot 
be considered the highest authority in the ehurch—and 
that the petitioners can = no relief of their griev- 
ances, except from General Assembly. _ They therefore 
request to be set off, with their churches, as a separate 
Presbytery. 

Dr. M’Avtey, on behalf of the complainants, said 
it would not be necessary for him to say much re 
this august assembly. He had seen every Assembly 
for 12 years, and had never seen one to which he could 
so cheerfully and confidingly commit the decision of 
any question, whether it concerned himself or the in- 
terests ofthe church. ~ 
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If it should be asked why they wished the Philadel- 
phia Presbytery divided, he said it was apparent to 
nearly every member of the Presbytery, that it ought 
to be divided. For a considerable time, he believed 
the number present had frequently been larger at the 
meetings of Presbytery, than at those of Synod. At 
the meeting in April, there were present 76 voters. It 
was impossible, in such a body, to enter properly into 
all the details that necessarily come before a Presbyt- 
ery. The examinations of students are merely pro 

‘orma. Two sessions of a week each, in a year, would 
not be sufficient for the proper examination of students. 
They had no time for free conversation on the state of 
religion, and therefore last year there was no report 
made to the General Assembly. 

Another reason why they wished a division was, the 
lamentable want of harmony. He did not accuse any 
brethren, but the fact was known to them all, and 
known to the world around. Their differences were 
of two kinds, respecting theological sentiments and ec- 
clesiastical views. The first could be endured, but the 
other seemed irreconcilable. It was not a difference 
from the form of discipline. To that they all honestly 
held, and believed themselves to conform. Butit was 
a difference in regard to the construction and applica- 
tion of the discipline. A division in so large a body 
could not be controlled. It diffused itself widely, pre- 
judices the world against our church and ministry, and 
cankers the affections of our own people. Let us who 
read the form of discipline alike come together. We 
will thus relieve our brethren from the task of keeping 
us in order. 

He said the symbol of his belief was the confession 
of faith of the Presbyterian Church. He was not will- 
ing ta remain in the Presbytery with men who injuri- 
ousiyWfSirmed the contrary. They asked permission 
to minister the gospel in peace, as accredited preach- 
ers in the Presbyterian Church; or they asked to be 
tried, and convicted of heresy, and put out of that 
church in a regular ecclesiastical way. It was a fuct, 
that the members of the Presbytery could not pray to- 


gether; and what must our people suy to thix? “The. 


main difference was not in regard to points of faith, 
but views of church order. 

He would not stand there petitioning, if the Presbyt- 
ery were not three times as large as it ought to be. It 
extends from Cape May up to somewhere in Buck’s 
county. The proposed division will relieve the whole 
difficulty. It divides the members according to their 
elective affinity. The majority in Synod avowed their 
determination to keep us under, to hold us in perpet- 
ual domination. Not one of what they choose to 
call New Lights shall ever obtain a seat in General 
Assembly. Heo did uot believe the General Assembly 
would bind the yoke of perpetual vassalage upon their 
necks. 


The peace and reputation of the ministers who sign | 


the complaint, is worth a emy — ae sseren is 

gressing in the city. This is the place of mecting 
Of the Assembly, cen eaetnngaile of the Presbyterian 
Church ; and the state of things here necessarily ex- 
erts an influence through the whole body. Our place 
of meeting ought not to be a place of continual war- 
fare. He would refer to the experiment which had 
been made in New York, for evidence that the division 
of a Presbytery in a tity Would be a security for peace. 
But if the General Assembly shall see cause to deny 
us the redress we seek for, we shall endeavor to bow 
to the authority of the church, as iv our duty bound 
to do. 

Dr. Sxinnen, for the complainants. Several of the 
pro to be included in the new Presbyt- 
ery, have passed formal votes, expressing their desire 
for the arrangement. Al! the churches and pastors, 
save one, have taken order on the subject. 

The first reason we urge for a new Presbytery is, that 
we havea righttoit. We are ministers in good stand- 


ing in the Presbyterian church. We are sound in the 
faith, we are neither innovators nor heretics, we are 
approved and beloved by the churches, we have seals 
to our ministry, our record is on high, we are sustained 
by the delightful consciousness that we have given up 
the world, its honors, emoluments and joys, and sac- 
rificed our own ease to serve Jesus Christ in his Gos- 
pel. But notwithstanding all this, in our present situ- 
ation, we have not the rights of ministers. We are 
not permitted to come to this Assembly. One of us 
has been a member of Presbytery 19 years, and never 
had a seat in this house. hilst others, our fathers 


‘| and brethren, who have no pastoral charge, come here 


from year to year, as statedly as if they were the 
standing representatives of the churches. We «sk the 
Assembly to give us our rights, not for our own sakes, 
but for Christ’s sake. 1f a seat in this house is worth 
any thing to our brethren, it is worth as much to us. 
We ought not to lie under the practical stigma, that we 
are unworthy to sit here. Another reason for a divis- 
ion is, that two smaller Presbyteries would be much 
better than this large one. 

Thirdly, we have divisions among ourselves. The 
world knows it, and itis useless to conceal it. It has 
been so for many vears. We have had difficulties on 
account of our theological opinions, and our views of 
church order. I confess I have some peculiar views. 
I hold to the great system taught in the confession of 
faith ; and as it seems to me, more firmly than I used 
to, and more than my brethren. But I have some pe- 
culiarities in which I differ from them, and perhaps 
some in which I differ from all others. 1 have never 
concealed my sentiments. My brethren all know 
them. If our disagreement is not sugh as ought to 
disfranchise the minority, then the Presbytery ought 
to be divided. For it is such that we cannot remain 
together. 

It is objected that we ought not to divide, because 
we are not in a goou spirit. Itis too true that we are 
not in a good spirit. i am ready to question my own 
heart, that it do noi act under the influence of that 
hasty spirit, which I know to be sinful. But I do love 
my brethren, as christians; I believe they ate all con- 
verted men, and true ministers of Jesus Christ, labor- 
ing to promote whut they regard as the interests of his 
kingdom. And I deeply regret that they do not think 
so of me. ; 

But is it probable we shall ever be in a better spirit 
by being kept together, and one party kept under and 
deprived of our Presbyterial rights? Ought we not 
rather to be divided, to give opportunity for a betier 
spirit to come in, by putting a stop to perpetual aker- 
cautions ? 

{tis objected also, that by dividing we shall multiply 
heresy, or increase the probability of introducing her- 
esy. This seems to imply that we are heretics, and 
shall multiply heretical churches and ministers. But 
on this point, we have a verdict of the last General 
Agsentbly in our favor, that we are not heretics. And 
as like begets like, we shall not therefore propagate 
heresy. 

Besides, the complainants have among themselves 
such a diversity of religious sentiments, as affords a 
safeguard against the introduction of heresy under our 
auspices. We are as much divided as this Assembly. 
We have some in our number that boldly preach a lim- 
ited atonement, and some as boldly preach a general 
atonement. Some hold, though I do not, that regene- 
ration is purely the effect of a divine moral suasion, 
wrought by the Spirit of God. The members of the 
proposed new Presbytery have not been culled out for 
their agreement in theological opinions, But we do 
harmonize in our hearts. here is, therefore, no like- 
libood that heresy will spring up as the legitimate pro- 
sony of this Presbytery. 

e Synod never will divide us in such a way as to 











promote peace. A geographical division is evidently 
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preposterous ina large city. Pastors and miuisters are 
continually shifting their residence. And even church- 
es change their location, in erecting new houses of 
worship. The congregations are intermingled togeth- 
er. 
to this Assembly from year to year, as at present with 
our complaints, to obtain from this body, the protec- 
tion of our rights and the redress of our grievances, 
making business continually on this floor, which never 
Ought to come here, and which ought to be prevented. 
And an unhappy influence will continue to go out from 
this metropolis of Presbyterianism, which will agitate 
and distress the church to its extremities. 

* He b- lieved the Presbyterian church to be the purest 
portion of the body of Christ. He believed there 
ought to be unity and confidence among its members. 
There was suhstantial ground for such unity and con- 
filence. The church was not prepared for division. 
There was no good reason for a division, And unless 
the Assembly was prepared for the excision of its 
members, he hoped they would cultivate unity, confi- 
dence and peace. 

Dr. Martin, of Chanceford, Pa. on behalf of the 
Synod, said these members of Presbytery ought not to 
complain, or resist the majority, or think it hard that 
being in a minority they could not control the major- 
ity. They ought te harmonize. And the Assembly 
ought to bring them to harmony. It was not always 
good for Christians to triumph. For them to remain 
under the hands of the majority, was favorable to hu- 
mility. The majority are on dangerous ground, peril- 
ing their own soul’s salvation. A discipline and sub- 
jection might be highly useful, in teaching humility.— 
Thongh he was afraid, from what he saw, that this 
minority had not improved under it, or profited in the 
school of submission, They do groan in their chains, 
and try to burst their shackles. And indeed he would 
not complain of this, if they would not call upon those 
to aid in their emancipation, whose duty it was not to 
interfere. 

Dr. M. thought this whole case exceedingly disgrace- 
ful to the Christian church and the Christian name, 
History, not very distant, tells us of a time when these 
complainants held the reins, And I ask, what humil- 
| did they exhibit? “Now in the all wise ordering 
of God’s holy Providence, their backslidings are re- 
proved. 

This new body, if formed, would not long remain 
united, they are of so many different sentiments. One 
eccentric doctor has told you here, that he supposes he 
differs from every body. Yet he exercises forbearance 
towards others and hopes to enjoy it in return. It is 
natural that he should plead the cause of forbearance, 
for he certainly needs it. It cannot bt long before you 
will have to form athird Presbytery. This Dr. told 
you that if you do not divide them, they will come up 
atid besiege you year by year on the subject. I hope 
this Assembly will not be like the unjust judge, and 
bestow the boon, not because of their rectitude, but of 
their importnnity. There is no doubt they will trouble 
you, whether you divide them or-not. If you divide 
them, you sanction a principle, which will extend to 
every thing. And as soon as you take any important 
vote in this house, the minority will claim to be set off. 

He would not object to their separating, if they 

would go off, and tuke another name. ime was, 
- when if you brought me a man asa Presbyterian min- 
ister, I at once inferred all bis doctrines from his name. 
The root of bitterness is in their doctrines. Let us 
keep these materials together a little longer, and see if 
one will not refine the other. They must be put in the 
furnace, they must be tried by the fire, if they are to 
come out as gold that is purified. 

Mr. W. L. M’Caxxa, of Philadelphia, for the Synod, 
pegged particular indulgence on account of his feeble 
health. He owed it to the goodness of God that he 
was permitted at all to bear his testimony on this occa- 


If we.are not divided we shall have to come up’ 





sion, being severely inflicted with influenza. He should 
occupy as little time as possible. : 

The Synod of Ulster has been referred to by Dr. 
Ely, as practising the formation of Presbyterries by 
elective ony | But he did not believe it. ‘These re- 
newed men who seek the privilege we ars by elect- ' 
ive affivity, are just such as the Synod of Ulster cast 
out. Their doctrines are just like those of the Arians 
and Nothingists, from which that Synod has purified 
itself. And now will the Assembly give the ascendan- 
cy to a handful of new men in the church, and put the 
grey hairs of our fathers under the chariot wheels of 
these new foes, who have crept in unawares into the 
church ? 

The cases cited from the records and minutes, are 
not analogies. ‘The case of Abraham and Lot was not 
a division according to eleetive affinity. John and 
James, and those when they rebuked for casting out 
devils, separately belonged to a different denomina- 
tion. Let these men declare themselves of a different 
denomination and welcome. The General Assembly 
of the church of Scotland has been troubled with new 
mer, who boasted of new light, and new views, and 
the prayer of faith and even miracles and tongues.— 
But they did not form their men into a separate judi- 
catory, according to their elective affinity. They cut 
the cords and let them go. 

In regard to the size of the Philadelphia Presbytery, 
he would ask the Assembly if it was a reason that they 
should lay violent bands upon it, because God in his 
merciful providence had enlarged it. And as for the 
press of business why not wait till the Presbytery com- 
plain of this, and ask your interference to relieve from 
the burden. If the burden of business requires the 
Philadelphia Presbytery to be divided, why does not 
the same cause require this Assembly to be divided, 
either by geographical bounds or by elective affinity ? 
He should prefer the latter. 

He eould assure the Assembly that if they invade 
Presbyterial rights, by dividing the Presbytery contrary 
to the constitution, they would touch a cord which 
would reverberate through the land. Put a band of 
new lights over those sons of the Presbyterian fathers, 
who hold to the original faith and order of our church, 
and you establish a precedent which will convulse the 
wholé body. Must there always be a division where 
there is a diversity of feeling? Why, you cannot find 
a prayer meeting of new lights, where there is not 
some diversity of feeling—nor in prayer meetings of 
old lights either. 

I understand, said he, what is said in Zechariah xiii. 
3, of the restoration of gospel discipline, that it shall 
be executed without fear or favor, nde. dear may 
be the objects affected by it. Let us restore New Tes- 
tament discipline, and we shall avoid these wolves in 
sheep’s clothing. All we wish is to cut off those in the 
church who oppose the fundamental doctrines and usa- 
ges of the church. ‘Those who hold doctrines desiruc- 
tive to souls, I cannot consent to call them brother. A 
preacher says, plainly, that “ Christ did not bear. the 
penalty of the law.” It is true he putsa little note at 
the bottom of the page, professing to explain this. But 
who regards that note. The heresy stands, and pro- 
duces its effect, notwithstanding the explanation in the 
note. 

But why this complaint that we do not call theth 
brother? ‘There are only two members of Presbytery 
who do not brother them. I am on terms of friendly 
intercourse, both with my orthodox brethren and my 
heterodox neighbors. 1 have a regard for Mr. Barnes. 
I think him or amiable in his temper. I could 
love him, if I had evidence that be loved my Master. 
He is calculated to enjoy, in a high d e, the affec- 
tions of those who can with him in his religion. 

The case has been alluded to in which I left the 
church. It is true that I did leave Mr. Wiachester’s 
church, when I saw Mr. Barneg in-the pulpit. But J 
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went out as still as possible, not wishing to wound the 
feelings of any one. My conscience would not allow 
meto stay. I had often said I could not have fellow- 


ship with him as a Christian minister. I told him that | brethren. 
Philadelphia, 1 heard there was a weekly prayer meet- 


ing of ministers, in Dr. Green’s study. t I never 
had any invitation to attend. In process of time, some 
brethren set up @ new prayer meeting. And as we 


however much | might esteem him as a man anda 
neighbor, he and I held to opposite religions. My 
elective affinities are all on the side of religion. Ihave 
affinities which overpower, my orthodoxy. I hold to 


sulvation by the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ. P 
i into our own hearts, and to feel our need of spiritual 


blessings, for which we humbled ourselves, and fasted 


He who calls this imputed nonsense, must be of an- 


I said before, that it was a reproach that we could 


not pray together. And it has since been thrown in 
our teeth as all our fault, if we could not pray with our 


Sir, it is not our fault. When I came to 


rayed and communed together, we were led to look 


other religion. 
befere God. We felt for the situation of our congre- 


What is the oppression in their continuing with us? 
It is just as the Hicksites could not endure our ortho- 
dox society. This clamor about division will soon be 


gations, and appointed public meetings, designing that 
they should be held weekly, from church to church, 
and that as many of the brethren as ible should 


changed to the cry of amalgamation. Give them a 
separate Presbytery, and they will ordain ten, or twen- | attend and take a part in them. And the Lord blessed 
fifty us in it. Our churches were filled on these occasions, 


ty, 1 do not say ministers, and then they will be 
all for being reunited. I have heard this talk about 
amalgamation till I am sick; beard it in the Board of 
Missions, when Dr. Ely’s famous plan of union with 
the American Home Missionary Society was brought 
forward. Mr. Patterson was brought up to plead the 


eausé, and we had it all about prayer, and charity, and | fully and gladly complied. 
natice should be given in all our pulpits, and that as 


many as could should attend. It was done according- 
ly, but bow was it done ? why one of them gave notice 
of the meeting in his pulpit, and said he should attend, 
for he had no objection to pray with heretics. And it 
was at the second meeting, in Mr. Winchester’s church, 
that the scene took place which has been mentioned 
before, that Mr. M’Calla walked out of the house be- 


revivals of religion, just as we do now. The end is 
ene and the same, whether divisicn or amalgamation 
be the cry. Itis raised by the friends of heresy, to 
give the ascendancy to this n@w light religion. One 
of them said, “ we have begun too soon.” They ought 
to have waited until they had poured forth a larger sup- 
ply of their preachers from the mills at the north. 

He was glad this question was to be taken under such 


and the Spirit of God was poured out, and we be 
to hear the inquiry, “ What must we do to be saved ?” 


Afier a while we had a very kind and friendly invita- 


tion from our brethren at the other meeting, to unite 
with them in a similar public exercise; and we cheer- 


The arrangement was, that 


circumstances, that the Synod of Philadelphia would | cause Mr. Barnes was in the pulpit. 


be out of the house. It would determine whether this 


Synod included all the energies of the church. Let | begun, by ourselves. 
granted us, what you do not see indeed in our Presby- 


terial report, for it is not deemed expedient to send up 
We have deserved these | such things to the General Assembly. But you can see 


the crisis come now. Every one says it is just at hand. 
They want to outnumber us and control us, and get 
possession of our inheritance. 


Since that time, our meetings have continued as they 
And God has blessed us, and 


judgments, for we have been a cold and worldly peo- | it elsewhere. 


ple, at ease in Zion, shrinking from the duty of main- 


taining Christ’s laws; so that God has in judgment | inahe application. 


permitted grievous wolves to come in and scatter the 
flock. For one he was ready for any thing in defence 
of the trath, and would gladly be one of a little hand- 
ful of seceders, rather than give up the testimony of the 
gospel. 


After Dr. Green had concluded, in behalf of the Sy- 
nod, the Moderator decided, that the complainants had 
a right to reply to the arguments of the respondents, 
but if they introduced new matter, it would be the 
right of the Synod to rejoin. 


Inquiry has been made into the reasons for the charge 
Sir, in regard to some of them, the 
nen are no longer here. And when 1 think of it, I 


am reminded of ancient cases. I am reminded of Al- 
leine, the author of the “ Alarm,” who died under the 
oppressions of his brethren, at 36 years of age. He 
was not slain, nor put tc death by violent hands, but 


Tuesday Morning, May 22. | his heart was broke. 


Sir, we are not heretics. And this General Assem- 


bly is bound to protect us. They are bound to afford 
us the only relief and protection in their power, by 
granting this division. Justice to us requires it. The 
cause of religion in Philadelphia requires it. That in 


Dr. M’Autey, in farther reply to the Synod, said the | this way they should express their confidence in us as 


speeches which had been made on the other side were 
among the most cogent reasons for a division. He re- 
gretted the necessity of his speaking again, to throw 
off the slanders that had been heaped upon the peti- 
tioners in that house. Shall this Assembly set and bear 
us traduced as dishonest men, and branded as heretics, 


true ministers of Jesus Christ. I would rather suffer 
all the evils of my past life, and have them come over 
again in their succession, than endure what I have en- 
dured the last 18 months from this unbappy difficulty. 
If we are held where we now are, how is that to pre- 
vent the spread of our heresy? Will membership ia 


and not one voice be raised, to interrupt the flow of | the mother Presbytery prevent it? Sir, who superin- 


calumny? Shall a a8 congregation, o§ those to 
whom we are appointed to 


tends my sermons? Sir, this Presbytery knows these 
minister, come and hear us | things are not true. Otherwise they would try us, and 


called heretics, and go away without hearing one word | cast us out. 


to the contrary ? re we heretics? If we are, the 


It is said the applicants for this new Presbytery are 


Presbytery of Philadelphia is faithful neither to God | attached to each other. We are attached to each oth- 


nor man, if the 
men, and cast them out, where they will give no more 
trouble. 

I could carry you to congregations, where the cry of 


do vot forthwith try these heretical|er. We feel alike; we labor together, we pray togeth- 
er, we suffer together, and who under the sun ought to 
be attached, if we are not. 1 thank God we have six- 
teen or seventeen who can walk together as brethren 


heresy has been sounded from house to house, and|indeed. And now we ask you, ¥ think us fit to 
where the suspiciou of heresy in the ministry has | preach the gospel, and if you think the impediments 
wormed itself in, as a worm at the root; where a| ought to be removed out of our way, that we may 





faithful and laborious: ministry every day in the year 
cannot counteract it, or remove the impression. en 


minister in peace? Or ought we to be tried for here- 
say? One thing is certain, we ought not to be left in 


in our co tions say they are not convinced of our | our present situation. 


soundness in the faith, notwithstanding they acknowl- 
edge they believe every single word that we preach. 





If it is asked what is the hindrance now to your min- 


istry, I say Sir, try this system upon som: Jawyer, I 


And is this a situation for a minister of the gospel ?— | care not how eminent or learned. Let charges against 
ic assemblier 


Can such a state of things continue ? him be circulated every where, in public 
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and in private whispers, impeaching his talents, his 
industry, his integrity, his learning, his skill, his fidel- 
ity and devotedness to his clients. _Will it have no ef- 
fect upon the public mind? Will it be no impediment 
to his success? I care not how eminent or deserving 
he may be, he will be ruined. Apply this treatment to 
a mechanic, toa merchant. Apply it to your wives 
and your daughters. Let insinuations be circulated ip 
society, and nove to contradict or to shield them from 
reproach, and you can judge the effect. But what are 
all their characters in importance, compared with min- 
isters of the gospel ? 

And there is only one way to deliver us. The Sy- 
nod have given proof in their pleadings before you, 
how they will act. They think it wrong to set us off, 
And for the very same reason that we think it right. 
And they never will do it. 

When Dr. M’Auley bad concluded, the Assembly 
voted that the Synod should be heard iu rejoinder. 

Dr. Green said he wished to correct a misstatement 
arising, he really believed, from furgetfulness. 

ln regard to the separation of prayer meetings, he 
had commissioned one of Dr. M’Auley’s own ektlers, 
now he doubted not, gone to glory, to imvite him soon 
after his removal to this city. And he said he had 
done it. 

He did not believe there was more dissention in this 
Presbytery, than in many others. 

Dr, M’Autey explained, and said the elder mention- 
ed to him that there was such a prayer meeting, but 
did not give the least intimation that his presence was 
desired. He was positive, because le made a menv- 
randum at the time. 

Afier Mr. M’Catuia had spoken lengthily the As- 
sembly resolved, that the parties had been fully heard, 
and that they should now be considered as out of the 
house. Some conversation took place respecting the 
mode of proceeding, when it was determined to pro- 
ceed in calling the roll of the house, as in case of dy 
appeal. 


The following items we select from a correspondent 
of the N. Y. Observer :-— 


The Assembly have directed the emyloyment of a 
teacher of Biblical and Oriental literature, in the The- 
ological Seminary at Princeton, provided the means 
can be obtained without drawing on the present funds 
of the Seminary. 

I am happy to add, before closing my letter, that the 
report of the comtuittee of the house, to whom was 
referred the complaint and reference from the Presbyt- 
ery of Philadelphia concerning their late rule, requir- 
ing applicants for admission to their body (before re- 
ferred to) to submit to an examination—has been re- 
committed to the same committee with instructions to 
prepare a proposition on the subject, to be sent down 
to the Presbyteries for their cousideration. And thus 
the matter is at rest for the present. 

Tuesday, May 29. 

Last evening, after considerable discussion, the long 
vexed question repecting the validity of Romish Bap- 
tism was referred to a committee, who are expected to 
report immediately ; when the whole subject will prob- 
ably be laid over to the next General Assembly. 

is morning another subject, which, in past sess- 
jons of the Assembly, bas occasioned much unpleasant 
conflict of opinions and feelings, was quietly disposed 
of. The committee, to whom were referred sundr 
documents on the subject of missions, reported the fol- 
lowing resolutions, which were adopted, viz. : 

Resolved, That under existing circumstances, it is 
deemed inexpedient to propose any change in the As- 
sembly’s mode of conducting missions. 

Resolved, That the prosperity of the church materi- 
ally depends on the active and efficient aid which shall 
be afforded to missionary operations. 

A very interesting topic, about which there is much 


diversity of opinion and practice, has just been pre- 
sented to the eest. It is from the Synod of Cincin- 


nati; and relatesto the speedy admission to church 
membership of supposed converts to the faith of 
Christ. Rev. Drs. Richards and Spring, and the Rev. 
F. M’Farland, Mr. Dick, and James C. Barnes have 
the subject in charge, to report thereon to the house. 


. Wedne A May 30. 

Conversion of the World. The following resolution 
was adopted, prefaced by an appropriate recita. viz. : 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the ministers 
and churches under the supervision of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian church inthe United States, 
and the churches in correspondence with the same, to 
observe the first Monday of January 1833, as a day of 
fasting and prayer for the Divine blessing on the min- 
istey of the Gospel throughout the world, for the revi- 
val of religion in the whole of Christendom, for the 
entire success of those benevolent enterprises, which 
have for thei object the world’s conversion to God. 

The Assembly extended a general invitation to ull de- 
nominations of Christians in the United States, and the 
Christian churches in all other countries, to unite in the 
observance of the day. 

Colonization. On this subject the Assembly adopted 
a reselution, apron the Am. Colonization So- 
ciety to all their churcifés; and that collections be ta- 
ken up in aid of its funds on the 4th of July next, or 
on some Sabbath near that day. 

Forcign Missions. Under this head I have to record 
the most iujportant proceeding of the day. At the Jast 
Assembly you will remember, a committee, consisting 
of the Rev. Drs. M’Auley, M’Dowell and Richards, 
was appointed to attend the then next meeting of the 
Am. Buard of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 
and confer with them in respect to meusures to be 
adopted, for enlisting the energies of the Presbyterian 
church more extensively in the cause of missions to the 
heathen, and to report the result of their conference 
and their views to this Atsembly on the subject. The 


$ project of some at that time was to embark in a dis- 


tinct Presbyterian, denominational enterprise of this 
sort. The committee accordingly met the Board at 
New-Haven in October last; and now, in conjunction 
with the Prudential Committee of that body, make 
known the issue of their conference. The report was 
read gerecny | afternoon by Dr. M’Auley ; and exam- 
ines at great length the whole ground and history of 
Foreign Missions in this country; and, from a mubhti- 
tide of considerations, which must be obvious to your 
readers, such as the great importance of united activ, 
the long experience and intimate knowledge of the 
Board touching this business, the saving of expense in 
inanagement, and the avoiding of unhappy and inja- 
rious collisions, &c. recommending the existing Board 
to the patronage of the churches. 

This report was accepted and made the order of the 
day for to-morrow ; when it will be adopted, 1 hope, 
with great ubanimity, “that they may be one,” even as 
the great ‘Lord of missions and his Father are one. 


The following extracts from the editor of the Evan- 
gelist, who writes from Philadelphia, anticipates the 
result of this interesting subject. 

The great debate is closed. No one, not on the spot, 
can realise the feelings which it has occasioned. 

The decision has been made under such circumstan- 
ces, that it clearly shows what is called the High Chureh 
party to be effectually and permanently put down. The 
genera! voice and sentiment of the Presbyterian church 
is clearly against them. Their intolerant measures in 
Philadelphia have recoiled in full force upon their own 
heads. They professed, last year, that the majority 
which viens A 5 against them, and carried Mr. Bemar 
into the chair, and released Mr. Barnes from their 
hands, was an accidental majority, and was made up 





chiefly of young men who did not, in all cases, truly 








¥ of 
ulti- 


‘our 
ba, 

the 
ein 
aja 
ard 


pe, 
as 





1832. ] RELIGIOUS IN 


TELLIGENCER. ‘81 





represent the sense of their Presbyteries. At the close 
of the session, therefore, they determined to take the 
most effectual measures for rallying the whole strength 
of their party for the next meeting, confident that it 
would give the voice of tie church in support of their 
plans. Accordingly, they appointed a Central Com- 
witee at Philadelphia, and Corresponding Committees 
in most 6f the Synods, for the express purpose of se- 
curing a General Assembly suited to their purpose. — 
Rumor says, too, that large sums of money were pledg- 
ed to defray the expenses of delegates from the distant 
Presbyteries. At any rate, they were full of confidence 
up to the time the Assembly met; but they have met 
with a reverse indeed, : 

But now they have found a full and overwhelming 
majority opposed to their mode of construing and ex- 
ecuting the book of discipline. After a discussion of 
a whole week, more able, I venture to say, than-ever 
oceurred in this country, or in any country, by an As- 


sembly comprising more mature age, talents, aud fer- | 


vent, active piety, combined, than any assembly of «di- 
vines that ever met; they find a majority of near 80 
votes against them. When the parties are out of the 
fiouse, almost two to one voted them down. The 
members from Philadelphia Synod amounted to thirty 
six, of whom two, at least, would have voted with the 
majority. So that even if the respondents had been 
permitted to vote in their own case, there would still 
have been a majority of above thirty. And this, after 
they had been canvassing the whole country for a year, 
for the purpose of procuring a majority to suit their 
views. 

The firm and deliberate manner in which the Assem- 
bly carried their determinations into full effect, is an- 
other evidence of their decided conviction of right.— 
Such men as those who were in the majority, would 
not have done this, if there had been any the least 
doubt on their minds, whether they were doing right. 
The tone and temper in which they generally express- 
cil themselves, in giving their opinions, showed that 
they were not deciding it as heated partizans, but as 
Christians, called to the solemn duty of adjudicating 
an important question in the church of our Lord. A 
very considerable portion of the ger f were in fa- 
vor of having the Presbytery divided, and according to 
the prayer of the petitioners. You will see that there 
were very few who avowed the opinion that the Synod 
had done right. 

By this decision, added to that of the last year, in 
Mr. Barnes’ case, the Presbyterian church has decided, 
that her book of discipline was intended, and should 
be used, not for destruction, oppression and contention. 
against men of acknowledged Christian integrity ; but 
for preservation, fur mutual protection, for fellowship 
and peace towards all the brethren. 

They have also decided, tha: they will not allow 
their forms of goverment to be prostrated to the pur- 
poses of bigotry, and that they will interpose the effec- 
tual shield of their countenance to protect such men 
as McAuley and Skinner, and Barnes, against the false 
charges and insinuations, with which they have been 
customarily assailed, They have decreed, that men 
holding the sentiments which they are well known to 
hold, are as good Presbylerians as thewr opponents; and 
are no more chargeable with a departure from the 
standards of the church, than those who hold to the 
universal inability of men to do what God commands 
them to do. And that all insinuations to the contrary 
are slanderous and wrong. It is in this view that the 


decision assumes its greatest importance, because it 
evinces that the Presbyterian charch is determined to 
protect the charact@ and cherish the usefulness of her 
accredited ministers. So that now, instead of standing 
all the time upon their personal defence, these men can 
now enlist their whole strength in promoting revivals of 
religion, and the conversion of the wofld. 


QUERIES TO THE PROFESSOR: 


Are you living so that you leave in the breasts of 
others an evidence that you are in reality what you 
profess to be ? 

In all your concerns, which do you make seconda- 
ry, your worldly affairs or religion ? that is; when each 
seems to claim the same proportion of time, property, 
or thoughts, which is sacrificed ? 

Do you deal justly with your neighbors ? 

Do you always obserye a strict regard for truth, ab- 
horring the very appearance of deception ? 

Are you making every exertion for the salvation of 
those around you? 

If you have a family, what is your example before 
them ? 

Do you pray in your family ? 

If not, what is your excuse ? 

Are you bringing up your children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord? 

How do you spend your Sabbaths ? 

Do you devote any portion, of that time, which, if 

rightly improved, is so eminenily calculated to pro- 
mote your spiritual interests, and fit you for heavenly 
felicity, to visiting, or talking about your worldly mat- 
ters? - 
Do you permit your children on that day, to be, you 
know not where,—strolling over the field, or associa- 
ting with your neighbor’s children, and perhaps in bad 
company? Finally, 

Do you grow in grace ? 

Do you live as a stranger and pilgrim on the earth? 

Do you take up your crossdaily and follow Christ? 
If you do not, you cannot be his disciple — Pioneer. 





SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN NEW DAMPSHIRE. 

The Cheshire County Sabbath School Union held its 
anniversary at Sullivan, May 3. Rev. Messrs. Robin- 
son and Burnham addressed the meeting. From its 
report it appeared, that there are Sabbath Schools in 
each town; that in about half of the places they are 
continued through the winter; that 2,920 persons have 
been in a course of Biblical instruction under its care 
during the year; tat about three fourths of those who 
have been converted inthe revivals which have occur. 
red in the country,Jwere connected with the Sabbath 
schools; that there are abundaut reasons for conclu- 
ding that God favors the institution of Sabbath schools, 
and designs to raise up by them many monuments to 
his praise.—S. S. Journal. 


Obituary. 
“« Man giveth up the ghost, and where is he?” 


DIED.—In this city, on Friday, the 25th inst. Mrs. Catha- 
rine 8. Sherman, wife of Mr. Benjamin M. Sherman, of the 
firm of Smith & Sherman, and daughter of the late Wm. Mee- 
ker, Esq. of Brookfield, aged 21. She bore a severe and 
tracted i!fness with exemplary patience and fortitude, de- 
parted with unshaken confidence in her Saviour, and ‘ in the 
comfort of a reasonable, religious and holy hope’ of a blissful 
immortality.—A bereaved husband, and an extensive circle of 
relatives and friends, find consolation in the reflection, that 
their irreparable loss, is to her unspeakable gain. 

At Fort Hale, East Haven, with scarlet fever, on the 18th 
finst. Elizabeth Ann, aged 4 years; on the 22d, Harriet, aged 

15 months; and on the 23d, Katee Sesame, aged 2 years and- 
7 months, children of Capt. John A. Thomas. 

In Milford, on the 13th inst. Capt. Charles Pond, aged 88. 

At Washi nm, on the 13th May, Mrs. Martha Powell, re- 
lict of Deac. John Powell, 77. May 18th, widow Eunice 
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Nettleton, 65. May , Samuel J. Nettleton, son of 
Mr, Samuel Nettleton, aged 7 years. 
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Poetry. : 
“HYMN. 
[BY BISHOP HEBER. } 
[Selected for the Religious Intelligencer. } 
“ Forgive, and ye shall be forgiven.” 


On God! my sins are manifold, against my life they cry, 
And all my guilty deeds foregone, up to thy temple iy  * 
Wilt thou es A my trembling soul, that to despair is driven ? 
“Forgive!” a blessed voice replied, “ and thou shalt be for- 
given!” 


My — Lord ! are fierce and fell, they spurn me in their 





pride, 
They render evil for my good, my patience they deride ; 
Arise, oh King! and be proud to righteous ruin driven! 
“ Forgive !” an awful answer came, “as thou would’st be 
forgiven!” 
Seven times. oh Lord! I pardoned them, seven times they sin- 
ned again: 
They practice still to work me woe, they triamph in my 
pain ; 
But let them dread my vengeance now, to just resentment 
driven! 
“ Fonervs !” the voice of thunder spake, “or never be for- 
given !” 





THE SWALLOW. 
[Selected for the Religious Intelligencer. ] 


I am fond of the swallow—I dearn from-her flight, 
Had I skill to improve it, a lesson of love; 

How seldom on earth do we see her aig! 
She dwells in the skies, she is ever above. 


It is on the wing she takes her repose, 
Suspended and poised in the regions of air; 

*Tis not im our fields that her sustenance grows, 
It is winged like herself, 'tis ethereal fare. 


She comes in the Spring, all the Sommer she stays, 
And dreading the cold, still follows the sun :— 

So, true to our Love, we should covet his rays, 
And the place where he shives‘not, immediately shun. 


Onur light should be love and our nourishment prayer ; 
It is dangerous food that we find upon earth; 

The fruit of this world is beset with a snare, 
In itself it is hurtful, as vile in its birth. 


Tis rarely, if ever, she settles belw, 
And only when building a nest for her young; 
Were it not for her brood, she would never bestow 
A thought upon any thing filthy as dung. 
Let us leave it ourselves,{(’tis. a mortal abode, ) 
To bask every moment in Infinite Love ; 
Let us fly the dark winter, and follow the road 
That leads to the day-spring appearing above. 


Siens or THE Trmes.—During the present session of the 
General Assembly of Ohio, quite a number of towns . have 
been aati ns. m | and in every instance we believe, the priv- 
ilege of granting licenses to retail ardent spirits bas been re- 
fased in the charter.—It is said that there is no general law 
of the state, which confers the privilege of granting licenses. 
—Add to this the lottery project was defeated; and we have 
accumulated evidence that a healthful moral sentiment per- 


vades our legislative body.—Hudson Observer. 





BAD SIGNS. 
When Christians, under the plea of tenderness for the cause 
and honor of Christ, and their own unworthiness, ne com- 
munion at the Lord’s table, and yemain cold and distant whilst 
this solemnity is exhibited, i is @ bad sign. Because abjuring 
Christ in his ordinance, is next to abjnring him altogether. 
When secret prayer is neglected wholly, or else performed in 
a hurried, formal manner, it isa bad sign. BecauseaChristian 
never shines in public, who does not commune in secret. 
When I see people habitually late in coming to the house of 
Ged on Lord’s days, always escaping by their tardiness some 
rtion of the service; and attracting the notice of those who 
entered before them, by a walk one end of the house 
to the other, I consider it a4 bad sign Because the heart can- 
not be much engaged in a business put off to the last moment. 
When I see a professor of religion rising much earlier on 
Monday morning than on Sunday; and appearing to be ‘alive 
to every thing about him on Monday, but dall and silent on 
Sunday, it is a sign that he serves the world more faithfully 
than his God. 





The epicure that delighteth in the dainties of this world, lit- 
tle thinketh that those very ereatures will one day witness 
against him.— Bunyan. 

ORDINATION. 

The Rev. Epwin Stevens was ordained an evangelist, in 
this city, on Wednesday the 6th inst., with reference to preach- 
ing the gospel to se>men, at Canton, in China. The intro- 
ductory prayer was offered by Dr. Fitch; the sermon was 
preached by Mr. Patton of New-York, from 2 Tim. iv. 5; the 
ordaining prayer was offered by President Day; the charge 
was given by Mr. Stebbins of West Haven; the right hand of 
fellowship was presented by Mr. Mitchell of Fair-Haven; and 
the concluding prayer was offered by Mr. Boardman. 

At evening, a meeting of considerable interest was held in 
the Center Church, in reference to Mr. Stevens’ mission to 
Canton, where he expects to be stationed as Chaplain to 
seamen, under the patronage of the “ American Seaman's 
Friend Society.” A contribution was taken at the close of the 
meeting, amounting to $412. ‘Those who had not the privilege 
of taking up stock in this benevolent enterprise, are notified 
that the books are still open, and that any further contributions, 
left with Mr. J. E. P. Dean, or Mr. Elias Hotchkiss, will be 
gratefully received. 








SEW-HAVEN COUNTY TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 

(> The meeting for Junc will be on the third Tuesday, (the 

19th,) at Meriden. A delegation from all the Branch Societies 
is particularly requested. 
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